A SIMPLE HOG-BREEDING CRATE 
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ADVANTAGES OF THE BREEDING CRATE. 


ROPER MANAGEMENT at breeding time frequently results 

in the breeding of a great many sows that otherwise might fail 
to mate and would necessarily have to be carried over to the next 
season, thus involving expense without producing a litter of pigs. 
This condition may be partly overcome by tiie use of the breeding 
crate, which is growing in popularity. 

Some sows when in heat will not take the boar readily and will 
often hinder a successful service by lowering the vitality of the male. 
When a small sow is bred to a large, heavy boar there is danger of 
injury to the sow if some mechanical device is not used to help bear 
the weight of the boar. Such a device can also be used to advantage 
when a small boar is mated to a large sow. 

There are many types of breeding crates which the farmer may 
construct. The accompanying illustrations show a crate that can 


be operated by one man and is easily constructed on the average 
farm without involving much expense. 


DIRECTIONS FOR OPERATION. 


The sow is driven into the open end of the crate until her hind 
feet are in front of the crosspiece of the T-shaped lift. The sow is 
elevated by means of the lift, which is drawn up by a windlass as shown 
in the illustration. A ratchet on the windlass holds the sow at the 
desired height. The partition at the front end of the crate operates 
on a slide and can be arranged to suit the length of the sow. Thus, if 
the sow is large the partition can be moved toward the end of the 
crate to allow plenty of space without cramping her, and in the 
case of a small sow the partition is moved closer to eliminate an 
undue amount of space. The point to remember is that the animal 
should be in a natural position in order to obtain the best results. 

When the sow is properly placed the boar is brought up. His 
hind feet should rest on a flat cleated platform laid on the ground to 
give him a solid footing. The cleats should be 1 by 2 inches to prevent 
slipping. His front feet will fall upon the rest as shown in the draw- 
ings, the sow being required to bear only a small part of his weight. 
The sow should then be raised or lowered, as the case may be, to the 
proper height by means of the windlass. When a small sow is bred the 
short top rests are extended to hold her firmly in position. 

After breeding, the boar is driven to his pen or paddock. The 
sow is removed from the crate either by releasing the ratchet on the 
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windlass and allowing her to back out or by removing the sliding 
partition so that she may walk out the front end of the crate. 


BILL OF MATERIALS FOR CONSTRUCTING A CRATE. 


Dressed or undressed lumber may be used in the construction of a 
breeding crate. The material required will total about 140 board feet 
of lumber of the following dimensions: 


5 pieces, 2 by 4 inches by 16 feet long, for uprights and sides. 
14 pieces, 1 by 6 inches by 12 feet long, for’sides and flooring. 


HarpwareE, Etc. 


2 pieces, 14-inch iron rods 30 inches long, with 2 wing nuts, as shown in illustration, 
for sliding partition. 

1 piece, 1-inch pipe 2 feet 10 inches in length, with handle and ratchet, for windlass. 

12 feet sash cord, for windlass. 

1 pair hinges. 

4 angle irons, %-inch thick by 114 inches in width, and made 2 by 3 inches, as 
shown on the sliding partition. 

5 pounds 10-penny wire nails. 

2 pounds 20-penny nails. 


It is not absolutely necessary to construct the crate as shown. 
Other methods of making a windlass that will answer the desired 
purpose may suggest themselves. For instance, instead of being 


made of iron it could be made of wood in much the same manner 
as the old wooden windlass used over wells. 


PUBLICATIONS OF THE U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
RELATING TO SWINE MANAGEMENT. 


[AVAILABLE FOR FREE DISTRIBUTION BY THE DEPARTMENT.] 


Feeding Hogs in the South. (Farmers’ Bulletin 411.) 

Hog Houses. (Farmers’ Bulletin 438.) 

Breeds of Swine. (Farmers’ Bulletin 765.) 

Castration of Pigs. (Farmers’ Bulletin 780.) 

Tuberculosis of Hogs. (Farmers’ Bulletin 781.) 

Live-Stock Classification at County Fairs. (Farmers’ Bulletin 822.) 

Hog Cholera: Prevention and Treatment. (Farmers’ Bulletin 834.) 

Utilization of Farm Wastes in Feeding Live Stock. (Farmers’ Bulletin 873.) 

Swine Management. (Farmers’ Bulletin 874.) 

The Self-Feeder for Hogs. (Farmers’ Bulletin 906.) 

Killing Hogs and Curing Pork. (Farmers’ Bulletin 913.) 

Swine-Judging: Suggestions for Pig-Club Members. (Circular 83, Office of the Sec- 
retary.) 

Movable Hog Houses. (Circular 102, Office of the Secretary.) 


FOR SALE BY THE SUPERINTENDENT OF DOCUMENTS, GOVERNMENT PRINTING 
OFFICE, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Feeding Farm Animals. (Farmers’ Bulletin 22.) Price, 5 cents. 
Pasture and Grain Crops for Hogs in the Pacific Northwest. (Farmers’ Bulletin 


599.) Price, 5 cents. 
Feeding Dried Pressed Potatoes to Swine. (Department Bulletin 596.) Price, 


5 cents. 








